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At baseline (at diagnosis and before treatment) and after 3 and 6

months, patients were submitted to prostate specific antigen,
digital rectal examination, and transrectal ultrasound. Sexual

dysfunction was defined according to the International Continence
Society definition. Overall survival and the outcome of treatment
were investigated. Out of 180 patients, 160 were eligible for this

study and 80 (50.0%) presented sexual dysfunction at baseline. At
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significant difference was found in baseline characteristics
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except for total prostate-specific antigen. In univariate Cox
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had a significant impact on both prostate-specific antigen and
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months and decreased overall survival, as well as significantly
longer treatment times and higher incidence of treatment failure.
Multivariate Cox regression analysis found significant relationships

between sexual dysfunction and treatment failure and overall
survival. Sexual dysfunction at baseline in men with prostate
cancer significantly affects both prostate-specific antigen and

overall
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